   Memorandum

To:

COMMISSION/BOARD NAME
From:
NAME & TITLE
Date:
DATE/MONTH/DAY/YEAR
Re:

Resolution of Support Regarding PEG Fees
At the MONTH DAY, 2014 COMMISSION/BOARD meeting, members approved a resolution of support regarding PEG fees.

A resolution of support is attached calling on the United States Congress to amend Section 542 of Title 47 of the United States Code to allow states and their municipalities to determine the best use of PEG channel support and to prohibit charges for the carriage of PEG channels.  Passing the federal law amendment would ensure that PEG funding can be used for any purpose related to public, educational or government use of the cable system, as is permitted by Michigan state law.  
The purpose of passing the resolution is to call upon U.S. Congress to amend Section 542 of Title 47 of the U.S. Code to:
(a)     Allow states and their municipalities to determine the best use of PEG channel support

(b)     Restore and protect funding for PEG operations
(c)     Allow states and local governments the flexibility to use PEG funding for legitimate    expenses other than capitol expenses

(d)    Ensure PEG channels are transmitted without charge to local governments
The California General Assembly recently introduced a Joint Resolution that urges the U.S. Congress to amend the federal Cable Act,  47 U.S.C. Sec. 542 to allow localities to decide how best to use PEG funding.   In California, 54 different cities, counties, community groups and PEG Access Centers provided letters of support.  
The COMMISSIONERS/BOARD request the CITY/TOWNSHIP Board approve a resolution of support for PEG fees.  Copies of the signed resolution will be provided to state and federal officials.
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