                                                     Resolution of Support     Regarding PEG Fees 
RESOLUTION

At a regular meeting of the TOWNSHIP/CITY/COMMISSION NAME Board of the Charter TOWNSHIP, COUNTY, STATE, held at the LOCATION, in said Township on the DATE day of MONTH 2014, at TIME AM/PM., local time.

PRESENT:    _____________________________________________________________
ABSENT:      __________________________________________________________

The following resolution was offered by _______ and supported by ____________.

Whereas, Public, educational, and government (PEG) channels are one of the last surviving sources for local television programming across the country and PEG channels play a significant role in televising open and public meetings; and
Whereas, PEG channels are a unique and valuable resource for local information and discourse for residents; and
Whereas, PEG channels televise local government meetings, including township board meetings, planning commission meetings, county commission meetings, and school board meetings, so that citizens are informed about the actions taken by local officials; and
Whereas, PEG channels also are utilized to communicate with citizens on municipal events and services and provide advisories and preparation directions to residents for emergency purposes; and
Whereas, PEG channels provide a window through which residents can view the diversity of cultures, educational information, recreational activities, and artistic endeavors in their local community; and
Whereas, PEG channels reflect the unique identity of the communities they serve; and

Whereas, It is important to preserve PEG channels and funding for PEG channels and to ensure that PEG channels continue to be available to the entire community to serve residents; and

WHEREAS, As one of the conditions of the Michigan State uniform franchise, the state provided that PEG funding may be used for any purpose including to provide critical operating funding to ensure that PEG facilities are open to the community; and
WHEREAS, Cable operators contend Section 542 of Title 47 of the United States Code effectively requires them to require that PEG funding only be used for PEG capital expenses; and
Whereas, Amending federal law to ensure that PEG funding can be used for any purpose related to public, educational or government use of the cable system, as is permitted by Michigan State law, will help ensure the continued availability and vitality of PEG channels and would also prevent operators from charging additional fees now being charged to localities related to carriage of the PEG channels.  
 Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved the BOARD/COMMISSION  calls on the United States Congress to amend Section 542 of Title 47 of the United States Code to allow states and their municipalities to determine the best use of PEG channel support and to prohibit charges for the carriage of PEG channels; and be it further
RESOLVED, the Township Clerk transmit copies of this resolution to County Clerk NAME, to State Representative NAME, to State Senator NAME, to Congressman NAME, to the U.S. House of Representatives, to the Majority Leader of the U.S. Senate, and to each Senator and Representative from Michigan in the Congress of the United States.
ADOPTED:
YEAS:
___________________________________________


NAYS:
      ___________________________________________
STATE OF MICHIGAN
)


) ss

COUNTY OF INGHAM
)


I, the undersigned, the duly qualified and acting Clerk of the CITY/TOWNSHIP, COUNTY, STATE, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted at a regular meeting of the TOWNSHIP/COMMISSION Board on the DATE day of MONTH 2014.







_______________________________________
NAME OF CLERK
Township Clerk, LOCATION
