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Greeting everyone! I hope this message
finds you all well. Since we last “chatted”,
a lot has happened. For one, the board
met in Dayton, OH, Feb. 11th-13th for a
strategic planning session. Thanks to
Melissa at DATV and the fine people at
the Beavercreek Christian Church for the
use of their wonderful retreat house. During
these 3 days, the board assessed the
current situation for the Central States region
This included the mission of the Alliance, our
finances, services offered, resources, the
results of the community survey and other
factors that have affected us or guided our
efforts over the past years. As a result of
these discussions and your feedback
through the previously issued community
surveys, a few changes have
been implemented and four goals have been
set for the next year.

One big change is that we will no longer be
holding two traditional conferences as region
each year. The cutbacks in travel budgets,
increasing costs of venues, diminishing
funds available from vendors, etc., have all
contributed to making the two conferences a
very difficult thing to do well. Instead of a
Spring conference as a region, we propose
that we hold various Chapter events that
can provide educational and networking
opportunities, perhaps negate any long
distance travel and hotel costs (saving that
money for our fall conference and for
national and be more tailored to theindividual
Chapter’s needs and interests. One of these
events will be an annual visit to the state
legislature. Regardless of whether there is
a Bill or Act that we want or don’t want
passed, regular visits can develop positive
relationships. They are also great learning
experiences for new members or anyone
who hasn’t visited their representatives 

before.
If you have ideas for other events or want 

more information, contact your local Chapter 
Chair!

In addition to Chapter events, we are also
looking into web conferences and seminars
If you have any ideas for a webinar, or
would be willing to take part in hosting one,
please contact  the Conference and 

Education
Committee Chair, Mark Monk. We will also
st i l l  be holding our annual Regional 

Conference
in the fall. This event will house the Philo T.
Farnsworth Video Competition as well as the
presentation of the Roxie Cole Leadership
Award. Look for information soon concerning
future conference details.
In addition to these changes, the board has set 

four goals to be completed by February of 
2011. They are:

1. Create a “Model Tool Kit” for Community 
Media Centers

• A low-cost model for starting and sustaining 
a CMC

2. Diversify our Region’s Funding
• Create a new source of revenue for the 

region 
3. Have Chapters Meet Annually with local 

State/Federal legislators
• Organized annually in all four states to 

foster positive relationships
4. Grow our Membership
• A 10% increase in membership and 

partnerships with 2 new organizations

In order to accomplish these goals…we 
need

your help! You’ll find more information on the
various initiatives later in this KeyLight. If you
are interested in assisting with any of them,
we would invite you to join one of our
committees. If you are used to the old
committee structure, you will notice that the
names have been revamped a bit. Look for
information later in this KeyLight for what 
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committees are out there and who Chairs them 
have been revamped a bit. Look for information 
later in this KeyLight for what committees are 
out there and who Chairs them. We are currently 
looking for more members to join committees 
and help us serve the region. Contact Commit-
tee Chairs if you are interested. 
Unfortunately, with the good and exciting stuff, 
you sometimes get the…not so good or exciting. 
On the legislative front, while we are still fighting 
for the passage of CAP, another regulatory issue 
has come to light. As confirmed by joint Michi-
gan ACM and NATOA meeting recently, the FCC 
will release the “National Broadband Plan” to 
Congress on 3/17/10.   There is a VERY HIGH 
probability that this plan will unveil the FCC’s 
plan to assist the telecommunications industry 
with broadband deployment by LIMITING what 
local and state governments can “charge” for 
use of public property/Rights-of-Way to “cost 
recovery”.  What does this mean? The possible 
elimination of the franchise fees and per linear 
foot leases. Hap Haasch and Erik Mollberg 
visited DC on March 12th and have provided a 
report for us later in this issue with more details.

Well, I hate to end a chat on a sour note, so I’ll 
refer back to the changes and new initiatives 
that the board is undertaking. We hope you see 
these changes as ones for the better. As the 
Board Chair, I want to thank all of you who par-
ticipated in the surveys that were sent out, those 
that emailed us their ideas, and of course, I want 
to thank the members of the board for all their 
hard work at the retreat. The ideas, passion and 
dedication present in this region are what make 
me confident that we can weather the storms. I 
am excited to dive in and hope the changes can 
help the region and its members. Take care, all. 
If you have any ideas, thoughts, or concerns to 
share, call me. We’ll chat.

Sara Drabik 

As of March 2010, there has never been a 
greater need for public policy advocacy on be-
half of community media centers across the na-
tion. The CAP Act (HR3745) has 19 cosponsors, 
all democrats; without a republican cosponsor 
this bill will not get a legislative hearing and 
could die before it gets to committee. Without 
successful passage of The CAP Act, industry 
state franchising initiatives will continue to mow 
down our access centers community by commu-
nity. There has been no substantive movement 
regarding the Petitions for Declaratory Ruling at 
the FCC; and currently the National Broadband 
Plan, FCC announcement scheduled for March 
17th, is rumored to annihilate franchise fees to 
local municipalities for the lease of public rights 
of way.

This confluence of events has led people I 
respect in the field of Community Media to 
consider this new phase of public policy work as 
End Game. 

End Game: Public Access television, the back 
stop for protected speech in the United States 
of America, gone- gone because we and our al-
liances could not get enough people, enough of 
our nonprofit clients, our avid access-watching 
faith-based congregations, our City Councils, 
our Boards of Education, to do enough to pre-
serve an operating sliver of bandwidth for the 
public interest.

We need to push. We need to push our people 
to push their local representatives. We must 
demand two things from our elected officials: 1) 
Cosponsor and pass The CAP Act. 2) Write a 
letter to the FCC requesting action on The Peti-
tion for Declaratory Ruling Docket #09-13. 

I very much hope I have conveyed the sense of 
urgency which I sense in my heart as the tip of 
the apocalypse.

Keith Gilbert

Public Policy ReportChair Chat 
Continued



National Broadband Advocacy
by Hap Haasch

“Once upon a Friday dreary, two old warriors 
returned wet and weary.”

Such is the lot of public policy grunts working 
Capitol Hill on behalf of the Central States 
Region of the Alliance for Community Media.    
Standing on the Union Station Metro platform, 
soaking wet – our shoes oozing water – Erik 
Mollberg and I waited for the next Red Line 
train to take us back to our familiar hotel and 
dry clothes.   Never one to mince words, Erik 
made this comment:  “We’re getting too old for 
this ----“.   I understood that it was fatigue 
prompting the remark, but he had a point.   
More on that later.

The Central States Region has consistently put 
its checkbook and shoe leather on the line for 
public policy work.   Most recently, Erik (Access 
Fort Wayne) and I ventured to Washington DC 
for a “lit drop” and “elevator speech” tour of 
Central States Region Congressional offices 
in advance of the Federal Communication 
Commission’s “National Broadband Plan” 
that could impact compensation for use of 
public rights-of-way by telecommunication and 
cable companies.   Hint – drastically lowering 
compensation for use of public property is a 
top priority for the telecommunication and cable 
industries, meaning the core of PEG funding 
(cable franchise fees) could be at stake.

The plan was simple:  prepare a one-page 
letter for Chapter Chairs to sign; send the 
letters by overnight delivery to each Chapter 
Chair, get the letters back by overnight delivery 
in plenty of time for the drive to Washington 
DC, personally deliver with smiling faces and 
warm conversation to Representatives and 
Senators from our four state region.    After 
CS-ACM Public Policy Chair Keith Gilbert 
completed his due diligence on whether this 
was an appropriate CS public policy mission, 
he announced “Ramming Speed” (literally).   
So…off we went in a rental car.

Despite some logistical issues – like not having 
all of the signed letters in hand before the 
journey started – Erik and I managed to visit 
the office of each Representative and Senator 
with our friendly message – “the Central States 

Region of the Alliance for Community Media 
supports the extension of broadband services 
in the U.S., but we share the concerns of 
the National League of Cities that the FCC’s 
National Broadband Plan should not be used 
as a tool to evade appropriate compensation 
for use of public property”.   Some offices were 
friendlier than others…

So – the initial phase of the mission has been 
accomplished.   But – you guessed it – there 
is more work to be done!    Look for Keith 
Gilbert to prepare a follow up plan for each 
Chapter Chair (phone call, fax, visit to local 
office, e-mail).   At some point, a full “grass 
roots” advocacy plan may need to be prepared 
and launched (road trip to DC by a caravan of 
Central States do-gooders?).  Look to Captain 
Gilbert for a signal!

In all seriousness, the FCC released the 
National Broadband Plan on March 16, 2010.  
Within the plan are seemingly innocuous 
statements about local government and 
management of public rights-of-way (Section 
6).    However, the FCC intends to initiate 
proceedings and rule-makings on many issues 
related to broadband infrastructure deployment, 
including the compensation question.   You 
should pay attention to this!    

Look for the telecommunications industry to 
bring their “A-game” in an attempt to reduce 
right-of-way compensation down to the lowest 
possible amount.   

(Continuted on next page)



   National Broadband Advocacy (Continued)

Look for local governments to respond with some form of compromise.   Be ready to get into the 
ring on this one.
To Erik’s comment on the Union Station Metro platform:   we are not too old for advocacy work.  
We do, however, need to groom future public policy “warriors” and get them some experience on 
The Hill.    Even the simple act of walking into every CS-ACM Congressional office and introduc-
ing yourself is worthwhile – our lobbyist has asked us to consistently do this.   As much as we 
hate to admit it, Erik and I aren’t getting any younger, and the CS-ACM has plenty of amazing 
new talent to tap into.    

So – from my perspective, the CS-ACM public policy radar has three items already flashing on 
the screen:

1.  The Community Access Protection Act (CAP) by Rep. Tammy Baldwin.
2. The Petition for Declaratory Ruling at the FCC RE: AT&T U-verse channel inequalities.
3. The FCC National Broadband Plan and the upcoming proceedings that could make or 
break the future of community media.  

May “The Swartz” be with us!

Hap Haasch
Public Media Network, Kalamazoo, MI



For 2009 we have completed all our business and can generate the reports and reflect back on the 
differences we made.  
The excel spread sheet shows we spent $20,000 more or twice as much as what we brought in.  
This was an exceptional year!  So what do we have to show for that spend down.  We have a new 
web page to help communicate with.  We hosted three events and a profitable video competition.  
We helped send members to the National conference in Portland and to our Regional Conferences 
as well.  We supported the public Policy efforts of our organization with money and human efforts 
that have made a difference!  
 
So where do we stand?  We have paid all our bills and currently we have $32.00 in checking and 
over $8,000 in savings and $15,000 in a CD that matures at the end of May.  
 
The Central States Board has set a goal to increase diversity of Funding, to expand from the rev-
enue of two conferences and the Philo's to doubling the revenue streams to six.  
To create new grassroots fund-raising, offer on-line training, new methods of media distribution, bet-
ter mailing/marketing plans, and revamp Philos and the conference template.  We are open to ideas 
and help.  The Central States Finance committee is comprised of Chip Bergquist, Steve Sobel and 
myself.  
Yes we have our work cut out for us, but we are dedicated to a profitable year for Central States.  
 
Respectfully,
Norm
 

Central States Financial Report
by Treasurer Norm Compton
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 ACM-Central States Region
 Profit & Loss by Class

 January 1, 2009 through March 24, 2010

Admin. Fall Conf09 Grassroots IDEA 09

Ordinary Income/Expense
Income

4100-Advertising 0.00 680.00 0.00 0.00
4105-Awards/Plaques 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
4115-Contributions

4070-General Unrestricted 0.00 0.00 573.09 1,300.00
Total 4115-Contributions 0.00 0.00 573.09 1,300.00

4120-Exhibitors 0.00 900.00 0.00 0.00
4129-Interest 632.87 0.00 0.00 0.00
4130-Membership Dues 810.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
4145-Registration Fees 0.00 2,765.00 0.00 888.30
4150-Sponsor 0.00 1,750.00 0.00 0.00

Total Income 1,442.87 6,095.00 573.09 2,188.30

Expense
5102-Advertising/Promotion 400.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
5105-Bank Service Charges 136.50 0.00 0.00 0.00
5110-Board Mtgs & Communication 215.92 0.00 0.00 0.00
5120-Computer Supplies 737.95 0.00 0.00 0.00
5125-Computer Support 1,850.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
5130-Contract Staff 2,500.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
5170-Layout 0.00 0.00 0.00 100.00
5180-Meals/Beverage 0.00 6,380.00 0.00 487.90
5200-Prof. Dev & Recruitment 0.00 0.00 0.00 3,000.00
5210-Plaques/awards 0.00 0.00 29.95 0.00
5215-Postage and delivery 0.00 462.00 0.00 0.00
5220-Printing 0.00 381.12 0.00 0.00
5223-Professional Services 0.00 600.00 0.00 0.00
5250-Sub/Dues/Memberships 72.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
5254-Staff Development 0.00 0.00 4,033.80 0.00
5255-Supplies 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
5270-Travel 0.00 0.00 473.81 683.96

Total Expense 5,912.37 7,823.12 4,537.56 4,271.86

Net Ordinary Income -4,469.50 -1,728.12 -3,964.47 -2,083.56

Net Income -4,469.50 -1,728.12 -3,964.47 -2,083.56

 Page 1 of 3
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*****HEADS UP CENTRAL STATES FOLKS *****

 In anticipation of the National Alliance for Community Media Conference scheduled for July 7-10 In 
Pittsburgh PA….. We are asking for a head count of the number of folks who would be interested in 
pooling together and renting a tour bus for the trip down.  Tour busses Can be made available for 
as few as 29 people or as many as 54.  Our projection is to have pick up spots at both Ann Arbor for 
our Michigan group people…..And again in Toledo for our Kentucky or Indiana people.  

*****What we need from you is a yes or no that you would be interested in perusing the pos-
sibility of making this a fun trip with your pals from Central States…

Yes, even the smaller bus has video screens, tour seating and on board bathrooms…along with 
plenty of luggage storage.  Costs are being formulated but our hope is to keep costs affordable. 
Remember private driving will cost parking at the down town hotel of up to 45 dollars for the week, 
not to mention gas, tolls, etc.

Please make contact with Jan Howard at the below e-mail to confirm your interest 
Deadline for confirmation is April 15th with early bird registration for National conference April 30th.
Thanks and keep in touch. !!!!

Jan Howard
janh@mac3tv.com 

National Conference



From National -ACM Offers Template for Commenting
 on FCC’s “Future of Media” Docket

Template available for FCC "Future of Media" Comments (Due Date: May 7, 2010)

Now that the FCC has released its National Broadband Plan, they are moving to examine the 
Future of Media and Information Needs of Communities in a Digital Age [GN Docket No. 10-25] - 
http://reboot.fcc.gov/futureofmedia/ .  The Commission outlined a number of questions on which 
they seek comment, including Question 27, which seeks input on the role of PEG in the digital era 
(see below).

Because it is imperative that the Commission hear from Alliance members, we have had our outside 
counsel prepare a template.  The template is split into two sections.  It first seeks to share a com-
mon message as members of the Alliance for Community Media and then seeks to offer insights 
specific to your community to support the Alliance's answers to Question 27.  If you would like a 
copy of the template please email glederer@millervaneaton.com.  Gerry will also send you a help 
sheet on how to file your comments at the FCC.

27.  With regard to cable television, local franchising authorities can require a cable operator to 
provide channel capacity for Public, Education and Government (PEG) channels and some facilities 
and funding for such channels.

*  Are these channels being used as effectively as possible for the provision of useful news and 
information to communities?

*  How has the role of PEG channels changed over time, and how could their effectiveness be im-
proved?

*  Does statewide franchising change the number and composition of PEG channels?  Does it serve 
to promote the intended benefits from PEG channels or undermine them?

*  Are there other ways to provide for the benefits from PEG channels in the digital age?

*  How should operators of PEG channels work with noncommercial television and radio licensees, 
as well as with other non-profit media entities?


